Egyptian Journey at Annual Meeting
Attendees at the annual meeting on March 23 entered Waterford Mennonite Church to the smells of Egyptian food prepared by Jeanette Amstutz. She and her husband Neil, pastor of Waterford, lived in Egypt for several years. Guest speakers Ed Epp and Bob Kroeker told about the MEDA projects in Egypt.
President Rob Steiner presided over the annual business meeting prior to Epp’s and Kroeker’s presentation. Jeremy Sutter and Dee Birkey were affirmed as new Board members. Janette Yoder and Gordon Dyck were affirmed for second terms. Treasurer John Nussbaum gave the budget report announcing the 2006 budget of $15,775 and ambassador Willard Roth gave a report. Ora Troyer reported on the MEDA Investment Club that has been learning and investing for five years.
Chad Horning defined the work of ASSETS and reported that the seventh class is in process. The summer classes have been canceled while the board reevaluates ASSETS’ future.

Ed Epp and Bob Kroeker talked and showed photos of several businesses employing child laborers and how MEDA is working with these businesses to improve the children’s education and skills, and improve the working conditions. As MEDA provides loans to these micro enterprises in Egypt they are able to affect safer environments and greater profits.
Following the interesting presentation John Hertzler announced his intentions of coordinating a tour to Egypt in 2007 to visit the MEDA projects. Interested persons should notify John (hertzler@michianameda.org) of their interest.
Rob announced that Graham and Treena Kehr are unable to attend the May 25 meeting due to Treena’s health. Eric Kanagy will replace the Kehrs and speak about the “Innovation Landscape of Elkhart County.” He will address such issues as measuring the impact of innovation of intellectual property, the patent history of Elkhart County, and economic development in Elkhart County.
