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Opportunities and Risks
Rick Stiffney helped kick off Michiana MEDA’s new program 


year on Thursday, September 14 at Oaklawn in Goshen. President 
Rob Steiner presided over the meeting noting those who registered 
in the early bird membership drive. 

Rick’s address, “Doing Business in a Turbulent World," focused on 
the turbulent world in which we live and work. Rick is President/CEO 
with Mennonite Health Services Alliance having worked for over 20 
years in various health and human service leadership 

He outlined four dynamics of being effective and faithful in today’s world. The first is to recognize that we live in a turbulent world. The second is a yearning of the soul and an interest in spirituality. The third is to align with Christ’s call for us and share that sense of call with what we do. Lastly, to recognize that we are all leaders and that our behavior is influencing someone else. 

In turbulent times, he stated, there is a deep desire for order and sense making. Everyone looks for personal validation—to know one is important. Everyone wants to believe that one is contributing to an important cause. Everyone wants to feel meaningfully connected—to experience community.

Rick gave table groups two topics to discuss relating to leadership responsibilities. He closed by challenging attendees to 1) engage a team in helping with problems, 2) not wait for the storm to start praying, 3) reach deep and out, engaging and sharing with others.
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